CHAPTER 2.
ORGANISATION AND GENERAL DUTIES OF LOCAL
AUTHORITIES.
Local           THE Local Authorities in England and Walesl are:
Authorities.      j ^ councfls of the administrative counties (County Councils).
2.  Councils of boroughs which are county boroughs (County
Borough Councils).
3.  Councils of county districts (Borough Councils, Urban and
Rural District Councils).
4.  Parish Councils and Parish Meetings.
The county borough is a self-contained area. The comity, is
di\d4gdjntofc districts and may be described as a two-tiered authority,
if the parish authority be ignored.2 Thus a rural parish will be
in the rural district of X in the administrative county of Y and the
county and district councils will both exercise authority in the parish
for different purposes.
Review of -/ Under the Local Government Act, 1933, ss. 139-146, as amended
Areas- by the Local Government Boundary Commission (Dissolution) Act,
-4949, a county council has a discretion or can be required by the
]\IS3ster of Housing and Local Government to review at any time
after 1951 the status and boundaries of county districts and parishes.
Proposals submitted by counties require confirmation by the Minister.
Where a borough objects to any proposal affecting the borough, an
order by the Minister is subject to special parliamentary procedure
under the Statutory Orders (Special Procedure) Act, 1945.3 A new
cou^iofough can only be constituted by private A^t of Parlia-
ment and musfftave an estimated population of 75,000. Extensions
of such boroughs are made by ministerial ordeTwhTch is subject to
the special procedure of the Act of 1945. By the Local Government
(Boundary Commission) Act, 1945, a Local Government Boundary
Commission was constituted to conduct county reviews and also to
handle the creation and extension of county boroughs, the union
of contiguous county boroughs and that of county boroughs
and counties. The Minister of Health had power to give general
1 The Standing Joint Committee of the County Council and Quarter Sessions
is the local police authority, except in boroughs possessing a separate police
force which is administered by the Watch Committee of the Council. For
Police, see Part IV., Chap. 8.
* Ths functions of parish councils and parish meetings (p. 272, post) are
strictly limited.